'IRAQ
associated with Amir Faisal in Damascus, where a close
personal friendship had developed.1
Not until one o'clock in the morning, after the Amir had
returned from the theatre, did the interview take place. The
offer from the Foreign Office was met with refusal although the
conversation lasted until after three o'clock. Faisal remained
obdurate. The throne, he declared, belonged to his brother
'Abdullah and he, Faisal, could not and would not accept it.
Shortly afterwards. Colonel T. E. Lawrence was asked to
approach Sharif 'Abdullah and to attempt to remove his
objections to the installation of his younger brother in Iraq.
Amir 'Abdullah has since stated that Colonel Lawrence went
so far as to offer him a kingdom in Syria if he would renounce
the throne of clraq and that, on the basis of the promise, he,
'Abdullah, was gathering his forces preparatory to taking over
his kingdom when the British Government intervened, in
February, 1921, and compelled him to accept only the southern
portion of his brother's former kingdom, the Amirate of Kerak
or Transjordan.2
Following the report by Colonel Lawrence that Sharif
'Abdullah would offer no serious objections to the proposal
that Faisal should take his place in 'Iraq,3 Amir Faisal was
again approached. The conversations were continued after
the conduct of 'Iraq affairs fell to the new Middle East Depart-
ment, created in the early spring of 1921 through the initiative
of Mr. Winston Churchill, who was transferred from the War
Office to the Colonial Office for the purpose.4 By the time of
1 Later Personal Adviser to King Faisal, 1921-33, and Adviser to Minister of
Interior, 'Iraq, 1921-35.
2 Colonel Lawrence was non-committal regarding this statement by Amir
Abdullah. A search through his papers after his death revealed no reference to
the episode
3 'Abdullah, however, held it against Faisal for a number of years that he had
usurped the crown which was his ('Abdullah's) by right.
* Mr. Churchill had formulated his plans for the Department by the middle of
January (ParL Debates, H. of C., sth S., Vol. CLI (1921), p. 268), but did not go
from the War Office to the Colonial Office until February I4th. The Depart-
ment formally assumed supervision of Middle East Affairs, March 2nd, Colonial
Office List* 1921, p. 448.
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